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The budget proposal submitted by President Trump today continues a disturbing pattern
that “features large increases in defense funding that are offset by cuts in a range of critical
domestic priorities, substantial tax reductions for the wealthy, losses in health care for lowand moderate-income Americans, and potentially deep cuts in entitlement programs
outside of Medicare and Social Security.”1 The current budget release relates only to the
first of these (cuts in domestic appropriations to offset increases in defense spending and a
few other Trump priorities), with the others included in Trump’s tax plan,2 and the House
GOP health care legislation backed by the President.3
The March 16 Trump FY 2018 budget calls for increases in defense spending (+$52 billion),4
homeland security (+$2.8 billion, most of which is to serve as a “down-payment” on the
President’s proposed wall along the U.S-Mexico border) and veterans’ programs (+$4.4
billion), which would be offset by large reductions in funding for other federal programs,5
including—
•
•

•

•
•

A 21% budget cut for the Agriculture Department, including a $200 million reduction
in the Women’s, Infants and Children nutrition assistance program).
A 21% budget cut for the Labor Department. Most of these cuts would come from
substantial reductions in funding for job training programs for disadvantaged youth
and seniors, including the closing of a number of Job Corps centers.6
An 18% budget cut for the Department of Health and Human Services. Though the
Trump budget document provides few details about where these reductions are to
be made, aside from a $5.8 billion decrease in funding for the National Institutes of
Health—the government’s major source of biomedical research—and the
elimination of the Low Income Home Energy Assistance and Community Services
Block Grant programs, this category includes such vital programs as Head Start and
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, or TANF, the nation’s main cash
assistance program.7
A 14% budget cut for the Education Department, including cuts in teacher training,
afterschool programs, and aid to low-income and minority college students.
A 13% cut for the Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Trump plan
would eliminate the Community Development Block Grant program, which has
supported a large number of urban renewal projects over the years, and a series of
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other programs that aid homeownership and neighborhood redevelopment in lowincome neighborhoods, and would make substantial cuts in maintenance funds for
public housing units.89
As with the other pieces of the Trump agenda, the burden of these cuts falls mostly on
lower- and moderate income individuals, especially people of color, young people and
unmarried women.
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