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Sources	
  and	
  Methodology	
  

•  Unless	
  noted,	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  data	
  in	
  this	
  report	
  are	
  from	
  the	
  Current	
  PopulaKon	
  
Survey	
  (CPS),	
  the	
  November	
  CPS	
  supplements	
  on	
  voKng	
  and	
  registraKon,	
  and	
  
the	
  March	
  CPS	
  supplements	
  on	
  income:	
  

–  The	
  CPS	
  is	
  a	
  monthly	
  survey	
  of	
  about	
  50,000	
  households	
  conducted	
  by	
  the	
  
Bureau	
  of	
  the	
  Census	
  for	
  the	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Labor	
  StaKsKcs.	
  	
  

–  The	
  CPS	
  is	
  the	
  primary	
  source	
  of	
  informaKon	
  on	
  the	
  labor	
  force	
  
characterisKcs	
  of	
  the	
  U.S.	
  populaKon.	
  	
  

–  InformaKon	
  on	
  reported	
  voKng	
  and	
  registraKon	
  by	
  various	
  demographic	
  
and	
  socioeconomic	
  characterisKcs	
  is	
  collected	
  by	
  CPS	
  in	
  November	
  of	
  
congressional	
  and	
  presidenKal	
  elecKon	
  years.	
  	
  

•  The	
  CPS	
  uses	
  a	
  mulKstage	
  probability	
  sample	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  the	
  
decennial	
  census,	
  with	
  coverage	
  in	
  all	
  50	
  states	
  and	
  the	
  District	
  of	
  Columbia.	
  
The	
  sample	
  is	
  conKnually	
  updated	
  to	
  account	
  for	
  new	
  residenKal	
  construcKon.	
  	
  

•  Median	
  income	
  is	
  rounded	
  to	
  the	
  nearest	
  $1,000.	
  



The	
  Rising	
  American	
  Electorate	
  

The	
  RAE	
  has	
  conKnued	
  to	
  grow	
  in	
  size	
  and	
  share	
  
of	
  the	
  VEP;	
  now	
  totaling	
  nearly	
  125	
  million	
  vote	
  
eligible	
  Americans	
  and	
  56.7%	
  of	
  all	
  eligible	
  voters.	
  



2012	
   2016*	
  

RAE**	
   116,839,304	
  
+16.3	
  million,	
  14%	
  increase	
  
	
  

133,154,682	
  	
  

Unmarried	
  Women	
   55,151,532	
  
+3.8	
  million,	
  6.8%	
  increase	
  

58,904,783	
  

African	
  Americans	
   26,914,854	
  
+2.1	
  million,	
  7.7%	
  increase	
  

28,975,337	
  

La7nos	
   23,328,876	
   +4.1	
  million,	
  17.4%	
  increase	
   27,395,471	
  

18-­‐34	
  Year	
  Olds**	
   63,008,477	
   +3.0	
  million,	
  4.8%	
  increase	
   66,063,167	
  

Married	
  Women	
  (Not	
  
just	
  in	
  the	
  RAE)	
   56,907,899	
  

+1.4	
  million,	
  2.5%	
  increase	
  
	
   58,346,915	
  

Asian	
  Americans	
   8,253,663	
   +2.3	
  million,	
  27.3%	
  increase	
   10,509,210	
  

2016:	
  RAE	
  could	
  be	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  voters.	
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CPS	
  Es7mates	
  of	
  the	
  Vote	
  Eligible	
  Popula7on	
  

*	
  Projected:	
  Uses	
  a	
  rolling	
  average	
  of	
  monthly	
  CPS	
  data	
  to	
  esKmate	
  the	
  linear	
  trend	
  in	
  populaKon	
  growth	
  and	
  use	
  that	
  to	
  
extrapolate	
  from	
  the	
  current	
  populaKon	
  size.	
  This	
  is	
  intended	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  approximaKon	
  of	
  likely	
  populaKon	
  growth.	
  	
  
**	
  These	
  RAE/age	
  projecKons	
  use	
  the	
  RAE	
  definiKon	
  of	
  18-­‐34	
  year	
  olds	
  rather	
  than	
  Millennials,	
  which	
  change	
  year	
  on	
  year.	
  They	
  
assume	
  a	
  standard	
  age	
  group	
  of	
  18-­‐34	
  year	
  olds	
  for	
  each	
  year.	
  
	
  



The	
  RAE	
  conKnue	
  to	
  grow	
  across	
  the	
  naKon,	
  parKcularly	
  in	
  states	
  
like	
  California	
  and	
  Texas.	
  Hawaii	
  remains	
  the	
  state	
  with	
  the	
  largest	
  

RAE	
  share	
  of	
  the	
  populaKon.	
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65%+ 
 
50%-64% 
 
40%-49% 
 
Less than 40% 

2014	
  Rising	
  American	
  Electorate	
  Popula7on	
  by	
  State	
  

States	
  with	
  Highest	
  %	
  RAE	
  in	
  VEP	
  
Hawaii	
   86.0%	
  

Washington,	
  D.C.	
   81.9%	
  

New	
  Mexico	
   69.8%	
  

California	
   69.8%	
  

Texas	
   66.4%	
  

Source:	
  CPS	
  November/March	
  2014	
  Supplements	
  



In	
  the	
  2014	
  elecKon,	
  almost	
  all	
  key	
  states	
  saw	
  a	
  growth	
  in	
  their	
  
RAE	
  populaKons	
  from	
  2012.	
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Total	
  Vote	
  Eligible	
  
Popula7on	
  in	
  2014	
   Total	
  RAE	
  in	
  VEP	
  2012	
   Total	
  RAE	
  in	
  VEP	
  2014	
   2012-­‐2014	
  growth	
  

NaKonal	
  Total	
   	
  219,941,132	
  	
   116,839,304	
   	
  124,618,746	
  	
   +7,779,442	
  

CO	
   	
  3,731,839	
  	
   1,752,520	
   	
  1,845,680	
  	
   +93,160	
  

FL	
   	
  13,878,881	
  	
   7,530,721	
   	
  8,088,627	
  	
   +557,906	
  

IA	
   	
  2,274,954	
  	
   892,776	
   	
  1,014,697	
  	
   +121,921	
  

MI	
   	
  7,246,484	
  	
   3,443,096	
   	
  3,644,651	
  	
   +201,555	
  

NC	
   	
  6,857,197	
  	
   3,503,997	
   	
  3,845,459	
  	
   +341,462	
  

NM	
   	
  1,416,640	
  	
   988,054	
   	
  988,837	
  	
   +783	
  

NV	
   	
  1,858,025	
  	
   1,092,235	
   	
  1,159,958	
  	
   +67,723	
  

OH	
   	
  8,509,305	
  	
   4,042,663	
   	
  4,087,150	
  	
   +44,487	
  

PA	
   	
  9,510,631	
  	
   4,339,377	
   	
  4,478,557	
  	
   +139,180	
  

VA	
   	
  5,888,005	
  	
   3,024,836	
   	
  3,270,213	
  	
   +245,377	
  

WI	
   	
  4,231,976	
  	
   1,862,268	
   	
  1,897,537	
  	
   +35,269	
  

Source:	
  CPS	
  November/March	
  2014	
  Supplements	
  



2012	
   2016*	
  

Unmarried	
  Women	
   55,151,532	
  
+3.8	
  million,	
  6.8%	
  increase	
  

58,904,783	
  

Married	
  Women	
   56,907,899	
  
+1.4	
  million,	
  2.5%	
  increase	
  

58,346,915	
  

By	
  2016,	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  Kme,	
  a	
  majority	
  of	
  vote	
  eligible	
  women	
  are	
  
projected	
  to	
  be	
  unmarried.	
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CPS	
  Es7mates	
  of	
  the	
  Vote	
  Eligible	
  Popula7on	
  

*Projected:	
  Uses	
  a	
  rolling	
  average	
  of	
  monthly	
  CPS	
  data	
  to	
  esKmate	
  the	
  linear	
  trend	
  in	
  populaKon	
  growth	
  and	
  use	
  that	
  
to	
  extrapolate	
  from	
  the	
  current	
  populaKon	
  size.	
  This	
  is	
  intended	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  approximaKon	
  of	
  likely	
  populaKon	
  growth.	
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38	
  

Democrats	
  Republicans	
   Democrats	
  Republicans	
   Democrats	
  Republicans	
   Democrats	
  Republicans	
  

Source:	
  CNN	
  2014	
  Exit	
  Polls	
  
The	
  marriage	
  gap	
  is	
  the	
  difference	
  between	
  how	
  married	
  and	
  unmarried	
  women	
  or	
  married	
  and	
  unmarried	
  men	
  voted.	
  
Thus,	
  if	
  unmarried	
  women	
  voted	
  for	
  Democrats	
  by	
  22points	
  and	
  married	
  women	
  voted	
  for	
  Democrats	
  by	
  10	
  points,	
  the	
  
marriage	
  gap	
  is	
  32	
  points.	
  

Married	
  Men	
   Unmarried	
  Women	
  

-­‐10	
  

2014	
  Generic	
  Congressional	
  Ballot	
  

Married	
  women	
   Unmarried	
  Men	
  

+22	
  +1	
  

A	
  real	
  marriage	
  gap	
  exists	
  between	
  married	
  and	
  unmarried	
  Americans	
  –	
  both	
  unmarried	
  
men	
  and	
  women	
  voted	
  for	
  the	
  Democrats,	
  while	
  their	
  married	
  counterparts	
  supported	
  

Republicans.	
  	
  

-­‐24	
  



Southern	
  and	
  western	
  states	
  have	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  highest	
  shares	
  of	
  
unmarried	
  women.	
  The	
  populaKon	
  share	
  of	
  unmarried	
  women	
  is	
  

lower	
  in	
  the	
  upper	
  plains	
  and	
  New	
  England.	
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28%+ 
 
27% 
 
25%-26% 
 
Less than 25% 

2014	
  Unmarried	
  Women	
  VEP	
  Popula7on	
  by	
  State	
  

Source:	
  CPS	
  November/March	
  2014	
  Supplements	
  



The	
  RAE	
  had	
  a	
  much	
  higher	
  rate	
  of	
  non-­‐registraKon	
  than	
  their	
  non-­‐RAE	
  
counterparts.	
  Within	
  the	
  RAE	
  subgroups,	
  LaKnos,	
  Asians,	
  and	
  

Millennials	
  have	
  the	
  highest	
  rates	
  of	
  non-­‐registraKon.	
  White	
  Americans	
  
are	
  the	
  most	
  likely	
  to	
  be	
  registered.	
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42.3%	
  

26.3%	
  

39.5%	
  

51.0%	
  

36.6%	
  

48.7%	
  
51.2%	
  

31.9%	
  

RAE	
   Non-­‐RAE	
   Unmarried	
  
Women	
  

Millennials	
   African	
  
Americans	
  

LaKnos	
   Asians	
   Whites	
  

Percent	
  Not	
  Registered	
  in	
  2014	
  



In	
  2014,	
  of	
  the	
  125	
  million	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  RAE,	
  42.3%	
  said	
  they	
  are	
  not	
  registered,	
  
compared	
  to	
  just	
  26.3%	
  of	
  unregistered	
  Non-­‐RAE.	
  The	
  benefits	
  to	
  registering	
  the	
  

unregistered	
  RAE	
  are	
  clear.	
  

11	
  

32.7%	
  
54.0%	
  

25.0%	
  

19.7%	
  

42.3%	
  
26.3%	
  

Rising	
  American	
  Electorate	
   Non-­‐RAE	
  

Not Registered 
 
Registered but Didn’t Vote 
 
Voted 
 

Registra7on	
  and	
  Vo7ng	
  Rates	
  in	
  2014	
  

52,704,159	
  

31,139,787	
  

40,774,800	
  

25,071,239	
  

18,774,503	
  

51,476,644	
  



50.9%	
   50.2%	
  
28.5%	
   35.6%	
  

20.5%	
   21.8%	
  

23.7%	
  
24.9%	
  

28.6%	
   28.0%	
  
47.8%	
   39.5%	
  

Married	
  Men	
   Married	
  Women	
   Unmarried	
  Men	
   Unmarried	
  Women	
  

Nearly	
  four-­‐in-­‐ten	
  unmarried	
  women	
  were	
  not	
  registered	
  to	
  vote,	
  
compared	
  to	
  just	
  28.0%	
  of	
  married	
  women,	
  while	
  a	
  quarter	
  said	
  they	
  
were	
  registered	
  but	
  did	
  not	
  vote.	
  Unmarried	
  men	
  were	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  

be	
  unregistered	
  or	
  to	
  be	
  registered	
  but	
  not	
  vote.	
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Not Registered 
 
Registered but Didn’t Vote 
 
Voted 
 

Registra7on	
  and	
  Vo7ng	
  Rates	
  in	
  2014	
  

16,606,572	
  

11,937,783	
  

29,568,536	
  

22,436,670	
  

14,150,862	
  

20,223,655	
  

22,546,056	
  

11,200,154	
  

13,440,268	
  

16,186,100	
  

12,625,492	
  

29,018,985	
  



The	
  Challenges	
  of	
  a	
  Moving	
  Popula7on	
  
The	
  RAE	
  moves	
  more	
  than	
  the	
  non-­‐RAE.	
  Over	
  the	
  last	
  four	
  years,	
  
49.6%	
  have	
  moved	
  and	
  lost	
  their	
  registraKon	
  status,	
  an	
  increase	
  
from	
  42.2%	
  in	
  2012.	
  This	
  means	
  that	
  if	
  a	
  campaign	
  or	
  organizaKon	
  
reached	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  RAE	
  for	
  a	
  previous	
  elecKon	
  at	
  least	
  half	
  will	
  
have	
  since	
  moved.	
  Those	
  rates	
  are	
  parKcularly	
  high	
  with	
  Millennials	
  

and	
  the	
  unmarried	
  populaKon.	
  



Unmarried	
  women	
  and	
  men	
  were	
  much	
  more	
  likely	
  than	
  their	
  
married	
  counterparts	
  to	
  have	
  moved	
  between	
  2012	
  and	
  2014.	
  
One-­‐in-­‐three	
  unmarried	
  women	
  moved	
  in	
  the	
  two	
  years	
  leading	
  

up	
  to	
  the	
  2014	
  elecKons.	
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20.0%	
   20.5%	
  

36.2%	
  
33.5%	
  

Married	
  Men	
   Married	
  Women	
   Unmarried	
  Men	
   Unmarried	
  Women	
  

Moved	
  In	
  the	
  Last	
  Two	
  Years	
  (Since	
  2012)	
  

Source:	
  U.S.	
  Census	
  Bureau	
  Current	
  PopulaKon	
  Survey	
  November	
  2014	
  
hkp://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/lp/cps_lp.html	
  



Form	
  2010	
  to	
  2014,	
  nearly	
  half	
  the	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  RAE	
  have	
  
moved,	
  including	
  nearly	
  two-­‐thirds	
  of	
  Millennials.	
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49.6%	
  

26.4%	
  

46.7%	
  

63.9%	
  

48.2%	
   48.6%	
  

38.8%	
   36.3%	
  

RAE	
   Non-­‐RAE	
   Unmarried	
  
Women	
  

Millennials	
   African	
  
Americans	
  

LaKnos	
   Asians	
   Whites	
  

Moved	
  In	
  the	
  Last	
  Four	
  Years	
  (Since	
  2010)	
  

Source:	
  U.S.	
  Census	
  Bureau	
  Current	
  PopulaKon	
  Survey	
  November	
  2014	
  
hkp://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/lp/cps_lp.html	
  



How	
  the	
  RAE	
  Registered	
  to	
  Vote	
  in	
  2014	
  

Both	
  the	
  RAE	
  and	
  their	
  non-­‐RAE	
  counterparts	
  cite	
  
the	
  DMV	
  as	
  the	
  place	
  they	
  are	
  most	
  likely	
  to	
  
register	
  to	
  vote.	
  Registering	
  by	
  mail	
  is	
  an	
  

important	
  opKon	
  for	
  the	
  RAE.	
  



Both	
  the	
  RAE	
  and	
  non-­‐RAE	
  were	
  most	
  likely	
  to	
  say	
  that	
  they	
  registered	
  to	
  vote	
  at	
  
the	
  DMV,	
  followed	
  by	
  a	
  registraKon	
  office,	
  which	
  is	
  much	
  more	
  important	
  for	
  the	
  

non-­‐RAE.	
  Mail	
  registraKon	
  is	
  important	
  for	
  the	
  RAE.	
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26.4%	
  

14.0%	
   14.3%	
  

6.6%	
   5.9%	
   5.4%	
  
3.3%	
  

1.7%	
  

24.3%	
  
21.6%	
  

12.9%	
  

3.7%	
  

7.8%	
  

3.6%	
  
1.9%	
  

0.5%	
  

DMV	
   Town	
  hall	
  or	
  county/
government	
  

registraKon	
  office	
  

Mail	
   School,	
  hospital,	
  or	
  
on	
  campus	
  

Polling	
  place	
  (on	
  
elecKon	
  or	
  primary	
  

day)	
  

RegistraKon	
  drive	
  
form	
  (library,	
  post	
  
office,	
  or	
  someone	
  
came	
  to	
  your	
  door)	
  

Internet	
  or	
  online	
   Public	
  assistance	
  
agency	
  

RAE 
 
Non-RAE 
 
 

How Registered in 2014 

Source:	
  U.S.	
  Census	
  Bureau	
  Current	
  PopulaKon	
  Survey	
  November	
  2014	
  
hkp://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/lp/cps_lp.html	
  



A	
  filh	
  of	
  the	
  RAE	
  did	
  not	
  register	
  because	
  they	
  missed	
  deadlines,	
  did	
  not	
  know	
  the	
  process,	
  
and	
  were	
  unsure	
  if	
  they	
  met	
  requirements,	
  compared	
  to	
  just	
  14%	
  of	
  the	
  Non-­‐RAE.	
  Efforts	
  to	
  
beker	
  inform	
  the	
  RAE	
  about	
  the	
  registraKon	
  process	
  are	
  needed,	
  especially	
  as	
  akempts	
  to	
  

complicate	
  the	
  process	
  increase	
  across	
  the	
  country.	
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10.6%	
  

6.4%	
  
5.4%	
   4.9%	
   4.9%	
  

2.2%	
  

8.3%	
  

4.9%	
  

2.5%	
  
3.2%	
  

5.6%	
  

0.8%	
  

Did	
  not	
  meet	
  
registraKon	
  
deadlines	
  

Not	
  eligible	
  to	
  vote	
   Did	
  not	
  know	
  where	
  
or	
  how	
  to	
  register	
  

Did	
  not	
  meet	
  
residency	
  

requirements/did	
  
not	
  live	
  there	
  long	
  

enough	
  

Permanent	
  illness	
  or	
  
disability	
  

Difficulty	
  with	
  English	
  

RAE 
 
Non-RAE 
 
 

Reason	
  for	
  Not	
  Registering	
  to	
  Vote	
  in	
  2014	
  

20.9%	
  

Source:	
  U.S.	
  Census	
  Bureau	
  Current	
  PopulaKon	
  Survey	
  November	
  2014	
  
hkp://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/lp/cps_lp.html	
  



In	
  2012,	
  turnout	
  among	
  RAE	
  was	
  low,	
  especially	
  among	
  
Millennials.	
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57.8%	
  

45.8%	
  

66.2%	
  

48.0%	
   47.3%	
  

Unmarried	
  Women	
   Millennials	
   African	
  Americans	
   LaKnos	
   Asians	
  

Voted in 2012 

Turnout	
  In	
  2012	
  



These	
  gaps	
  highlight	
  how	
  many	
  millions	
  in	
  these	
  subgroups	
  were	
  
unregistered.	
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Unregistered	
  
African	
  American	
  Men	
   5,025,537	
  

African	
  American	
  Women	
   5,182,505	
  

African	
  Americans	
  18-­‐30	
   3,598,840	
  

African	
  Americans	
  30-­‐50	
   3,512,210	
  

African	
  Americans	
  50+	
   3,096,991	
  

Unregistered	
  
LaKno	
  Men	
   6,192,698	
  

LaKnas	
   6,037,070	
  

LaKnos	
  18-­‐30	
   5,019,169	
  

LaKnos	
  30-­‐50	
   4,319,161	
  

LaKnos	
  50+	
   2,891,439	
  

Unregistered	
  
Unmarried	
  White	
  Women	
   13,145,524	
  

Unmarried	
  African	
  American	
  Women	
   3,913,991	
  

Unmarried	
  LaKnas	
   3,722,100	
  

Unmarried	
  Women	
  18-­‐30	
   9,875,219	
  

Unmarried	
  Women	
  30-­‐50	
   5,405,848	
  

Unmarried	
  Women	
  50+	
   7,155,603	
  

Unregistered	
  
Asian	
  Men	
   2,270,953	
  

Asian	
  Women	
   2,590,883	
  

Asians	
  18-­‐30	
   1,230,736	
  

Asians	
  30-­‐50	
   1,839,736	
  

Asians	
  50+	
   1,791,363	
  



How	
  Votes	
  Were	
  Cast	
  in	
  2014	
  
Nearly	
  eight-­‐in-­‐ten	
  RAE	
  members	
  voted	
  in	
  

person.	
  Unmarried	
  women	
  were	
  less	
  likely	
  to	
  
vote	
  in	
  person,	
  compared	
  to	
  their	
  counterparts.	
  



Vote	
  by	
  mail	
  programs	
  are	
  vitally	
  important	
  to	
  the	
  RAE	
  	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  
a	
  source	
  of	
  over	
  one-­‐in-­‐five	
  RAE	
  votes.	
  

22	
  

78.3%	
   79.1%	
   76.9%	
   80.8%	
  
89.7%	
  

74.5%	
  

61.0%	
  

78.2%	
  

21.1%	
   20.7%	
   22.4%	
   18.2%	
  
9.8%	
  

24.5%	
  

38.5%	
  

21.4%	
  

RAE	
   Non-­‐RAE	
   Unmarried	
  
Women	
  

Millennials	
   African	
  
Americans	
  

LaKnos	
   Asians	
   Whites	
  

In Person 
 
By Mail 

How	
  Votes	
  Were	
  Cast	
  in	
  2014	
  

Source:	
  U.S.	
  Census	
  Bureau	
  Current	
  PopulaKon	
  Survey	
  November	
  2014	
  
hkp://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/lp/cps_lp.html	
  



The	
  RAE	
  were	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  cite	
  being	
  too	
  busy	
  than	
  their	
  Non-­‐RAE	
  
counterparts.	
  Obstacles	
  to	
  voKng	
  like	
  finding	
  affordable	
  childcare,	
  unreliable	
  

work	
  schedules,	
  and	
  transportaKon	
  disproporKonately	
  impact	
  the	
  RAE	
  and	
  their	
  
turnout	
  in	
  elecKons.	
  

23	
  

30%	
  

16%	
  

10%	
   9%	
   9%	
  
6%	
  

3%	
   3%	
   2%	
  

26%	
  

18%	
  

12%	
  

7%	
  

11%	
   10%	
  

2%	
   1%	
   2%	
  

Too	
  busy,	
  conflicKng	
  
work	
  or	
  school	
  schedule	
  

Not	
  interested,	
  felt	
  my	
  
vote	
  wouldn't	
  count	
  

Illness	
  or	
  disability	
  (own	
  
or	
  family's)	
  

Forgot	
  to	
  vote	
  (or	
  send	
  
in	
  absentee	
  ballot)	
  

Out	
  of	
  town	
  or	
  away	
  
from	
  home	
  

Don't	
  like	
  candidates	
  or	
  
campaign	
  issues	
  

RegistraKon	
  problems	
  
(i.e.	
  didn't	
  receive	
  
absentee	
  ballot,	
  not	
  
registered	
  in	
  current	
  

locaKon)	
  

TransportaKon	
  
problems	
  

Inconvenient	
  polling	
  
place	
  or	
  lines	
  too	
  long	
  

RAE 
 
Non-RAE 
 
 

Reason	
  for	
  Not	
  Vo7ng	
  in	
  2014	
  

All	
  data	
  rounded	
  to	
  the	
  nearest	
  digit.	
  

Source:	
  U.S.	
  Census	
  Bureau	
  Current	
  PopulaKon	
  Survey	
  November	
  2014	
  
hkp://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/lp/cps_lp.html	
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